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Pharma Foods International Co., Ltd. (Head Office: Kyoto, Japan; President and CEO: Mujo 

Kim; hereinafter “the Company”) is pleased to announce that a research paper evaluating the 

safety of its proprietary ingredient, PharmaGABA®, produced through a natural fermentation 

process, has been published in the peer-reviewed international scientific journal Toxicology 

Reports. 

 

In this study, a comprehensive safety evaluation of the repeated intake of PharmaGABA® was 

conducted, confirming that no adverse effects were observed even under high-dose conditions. 

These findings significantly strengthen the safety profile of the ingredient for long-term and 

continuous consumption. 

 

■ Market Impact: This achievement enables PharmaGABA® to be utilized in a wider range of 

food and beverage applications than ever before, and its adoption is expected to expand in 

global markets, particularly in North America. In recent years, the functional food and beverage 

market has continued to grow worldwide, and demand for our ingredient is increasing, notably 

among major manufacturers. The accumulation of safety data from this study will serve as a 

crucial factor in supporting the adoption decisions of these companies. The Company is already 

advancing joint development and adoption discussions with multiple food and beverage 

manufacturers, and this achievement is expected to accelerate business negotiations and 

increase the number of adoptions. 

 

■ Strengthening Competitive Advantage: PharmaGABA® is a high-purity ingredient 

produced using natural fermentation technology, and it is highly regarded in the global market 

from the perspectives of quality, safety, and stable supply. With the accumulation of this scientific 

evidence, the company will further solidify the position of the ingredient as a “functional 

ingredient backed by scientific evidence,” promoting further differentiation that does not rely on 

price competition. 

 

■ Future Outlook: Leveraging this achievement, the Company will accelerate the acquisition 

of new customers in addition to expanding adoption among existing ones. Particularly in the 

food and beverage sector, progress is being made toward future product launches, which is 
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expected to contribute to medium- to long-term sales growth. Moving forward, the Company 

will continue to leverage its unique research and development capabilities as a foundation to 

drive the global expansion of its functional materials business and strive for further enhancement 

of corporate value. 

 

■ About PharmaGABA®: PharmaGABA® is a naturally derived GABA ingredient produced 

using the Company's proprietary fermentation technology. In addition to its high purity, high 

quality, and stable supply, its strength lies in the scientific evidence accumulated over many 

years, leading to expanding global adoption in the food, beverage, and dietary supplement 

sectors. Currently, amid growing demand for functional ingredients in the global market, 

PharmaGABA® is highly evaluated by many food and beverage manufacturers as a "high value-

added ingredient based on scientific evidence," serving as a key driver supporting the Company's 

revenue growth. 

 

■ Published Paper 

Title: Repeated oral administration of gamma-aminobutyric acid (GABA) does not cause 

reproductive or developmental toxicity in rats.    

Journal: Toxicology Reports. Volume 16, June 2026, 102249.    

URL: https://doi.org/10.1016/j.toxrep.2026.102249 

 

For inquiries regarding this announcement, please contact us via the Company’s inquiry form: 

Corporate Strategy Department: https://www.pharmafoods.co.jp/en/contact/ir 
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